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Excerpt, pp 120-122:
...To the north, in Middlebury, Indiana, an Amishman who would stay out of the 
military nonetheless revealed some ambivalence about the adventure and 
intrigue army life could afford a young man. “If I was single yet,” Levi Eash 
mused to his brother-in-law in Holmes County, Ohio, “I think I would [have] been 
gone myself before this time.” But Eash, being a married man, had apparently 
joined the church and now seemingly was content with – though hardly adamant 
about – church teaching against war. His wife, Mary (Yoder) Eash, however, 
“mutch troubled her self when she heard that her Brothers had gone to war,” Levi 
reported to one of those enlisting siblings. Was Mary concerned out of familial 
fear that her brothers would be killed, or because, as an Amish woman, she 
believed they were rejecting God's will? For his part, Levi thought there was 
“badness” in going to war, since the scriptures command against it, but in a land 
of liberty “every one to his own notion.”(80)

Correspondence among Mary Eash's four battlefield-bound brothers 
provides one window into the world of Amish sons who followed the muster 
drum.(81) By the time the war started, the Holmes County quartet of Noah, 
Samuel, Moses and Jacob Yoder had all decided against Amish church 
membership, and Noah was married to a non-Amish woman named Catherine, 
who had attended the Grove Female Institute in Wooster, Wayne County.(82)

Apparently the Yoders had grown up in a desperately poor and cruel 
environment – perhaps one reason that the Amish community held little appeal 
for them. When Noah reminisced about his childhood, he recalled working 
terribly hard and seeing his brother Samuel “treated like a slave.” All the while, 
their dear father had been “dishonored by the world” and “treated as the lowest 
of his race.” Noah would never forget his mother's weeping for “wont of bread for 
her little ones.” He could not erase from memory how “you [Samuel” and I and all 
our blood was despised, abused and hated, because were bourn poor” and how 
Noah had come home one evening to find his father dead and mother left with 
eleven “poverty stricken children.”(83)

Noah and Moses were already in the military by 1861, and Noah had 
helped recruit “about 50 men.”(84) He injected claims of masculine bravado into 
his letters, claiming the he had “not a drop of coward's blood” in his veins and 
boasting that he could “look death in the face like a lion.” But both Noah and 
Moses became disenchanted with army life. Noah complained about 
incompetent officers and pointless marching orders that sapped soldiers' 
strength for no strategic purpose. It hardly helped that his wife Catherine 
reported that “folks at Berlin” thought Noah had turned out to be an abolitionist – 
a term of rank derision in that part of Ohio. She wished Noah would come home 
“and thrash the whole mess of them.”(85) Meanwhile, Moses got stuck in the 
guardhouse for some infraction. Angry at his captain, he threatened to “send him 



to hell.”(86) Samuel, a Holmes County schoolteacher, enlisted in 1862, as did 
Jacob – but not before trying to sell himself as a substitute.(87)

Only Samuel survived the war unscathed. Noah was shot through the left 
shoulder and had his left leg shattered and amputated at Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, on January 2, 1863, after being left for dead for a day on the 
battlefield. (88) Jacob drowned at Miliken's Bend, Louisiana, in 1864. “If he could 
have died on the field of battle, I could have borne it,” Noah cried when he 
learned of Jacob's death. But as it was, “O! God, I cannot bear to think of it.” Two 
weeks later, Noah heard that brother Moses had received a mortal hip wound at 
Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia: “What is wealth? What are honors? What is life to 
us! O! my good God!.... I am grieved to death.” (89)....
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